
Have Your Say Green Hill Solar Farm Northants and Bucks 
Interested Party Reference   
 
Dear Inspectors 
 
I would like to submit the attached video to the Inquiry on the basis that it shows the 
actual experiences of residents when the first NSIP Solar Farm Cleve Hill, at Faversham, 
Kent was constructed and the subsequent impact of Cleve Hill Solar Park when it 
became operational in July 2025  
(  has given Stop Green Hill Solar permission to share this video)  
 

 
 

 
 
 
I believe that this video is relevant to the Green Hill Solar project because Mark Topping 
MA CMLI, Lanpro Design Director is responsible for the solar panel layout for both 
Green Hill Solar Farm and Cleve Hill Solar Farm. The East -West solar panel layout at 
Cleve Hill is visually devastating resulting in a rooftop of panels, the height of a 
bungalow, compared to the spaced-out panels with sheep grazing in the same field 
shown in IGPs consultation documents. 
 
The attached video shows the reality of what IGP is proposing at Green Hill Solar Farm 
rather than the broad-brush indicative project documents provided. Whenever detail 
of the project is requested by Interested Parties the applicant cites the Rochdale 
Envelope (NSIP Advice Note 9) principle for design flexibility to address uncertainty in 
respect of cable corridor location, location of the BESS infrastructure and changing 
technologies meaning that the actual infrastructure and layout for the project is not 
agreed before the DCO is finalised.  
 
Planning Inspectorate Advice Note 9 §1.3 states ‘… Energy (EN-1), the NPS for Renewable 
Energy Infrastructure (EN-3) and the NPS for National Networks all stress the need to ensure 
that the significant e1ects of a Proposed Development have been properly assessed’. 
Further, Advice Note 9 §2.3 states that such an assessment should be based on 
‘cautious worst case approach’; that the ‘level of information required should be 
suOicient information to enable ‘the main,’ or the ‘likely significant’ eOects on the 
environment to be assessed […] and the mitigation measures to be described’; and that 
the need for ‘flexibility should not be abused’…, given the nature of the 
project in question, the Interested parties should have ‘full knowledge’ of its significant eOect’.  
 
 As currently submitted, there is significant uncertainty regarding the locations of the BESS 
and the number of BESS, height and number of additional substations, as well as the height 



and configuration of the solar panels which are all fundamental to the scheme. Consequently, 
all Interested Parties do NOT currently have full knowledge of the Proposed Development as 
required under the EIA Regulations. 
 
The purpose of the recent February 2026 Report from IGP, Concept Design 
Parameters and Principles Revision B- Change application 2, Doc ref 
CR2/GH7.17_B Is to address the design options being considered for all the electricity 
generating infrastructure needed for the 500 MW Green Hill Solar Farm. 
 
Having read the above document ref CR2/GH7.17_B it does not clearly state what the 
likely significant eXect will be on the environment to be industrialised.  
 
Page 8 of the above Doc CR2/GH7.17_B sets out possible diXerent types of solar panels 
that could be used but does not give any diagrams or layout drawings to give full 
knowledge and a conclusion as to which is the worst case scenario. 
 
Page 21 of the above Doc CR2/GH7.17_B states maximum height for onsite substations 
between 3.5m and 12.5m ( the size of a 3 storey house)  Can IGP give a worst case 
scenario as to where the 12.5m high substations will be located? 
 
As someone who lives near the proposed scheme and will be greatly aXected if the 
solar farm is built it seems too much is being left to chance and further diagrams of the 
proposed infrastructure and layout drawings should be provided. Any plans, diagrams 
and maps should be an Appendix attached to the relevant Document rather than 
signposted elsewhere in the document library which is still diXicult to navigate. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Judith Smith BSc MRICS 
Interested party and representative of SGHS 

  

 




